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President’s Message

Like many in our RPCV New Jersey community, [ was sorry to hear of the passing of Gary Mount of Terhune
Orchards. Over the years, Terhune Orchards has been such a special place for our group. It is where we have
gathered, caught up with old friends, and met new ones. Those moments are a big part of what makes this
community feel real and lasting. I am grateful to the Mount family for welcoming us and making that
possible.

As Returned Peace Corps Volunteers, we all know how important connection is. Not just during our service,
but in the years after. This feels like a good reminder to stay in touch, to show up when we can, and to
appreciate the people and places that bring us together. We will be holding our annual meeting and picnic at

the farm again this year on Saturday, May 16. 1 hope many of you will join us.

Thank you to everyone who continues to be part of RPCV NJ and helps keep this community strong.

- Molly Levine



Member Spotlight

Molly (Jennings) Levine served as a Small Enterprise Development Volunteer in Mauritania from 2000-2002,
where she taught business at the CFPP, a government-run trade school. In addition to her teaching work, she
served as the Coordinator of the Gender and Development Committee and launched nine girls’ mentoring
centers across the country, supported by EDDI funding. Her work focused on expanding opportunities for
young women and building practical skills for economic independence.

After completing her service, Molly continued her work with the Peace Corps as a Public Affairs Specialist in
the New York Regional Office during the 50th Anniversary, lighting up Times Square, the Empire State
Building, and the Peace Bridge.

Today, Molly is the Executive Director of Kulanu, where she leads efforts to support isolated, emerging, and
returning Jewish communities in more than 30 countries. Her work brings together global connection, cultural
preservation, and grassroots partnership.

What inspires her: Creating opportunities for connection and growth4specially for communities that are often
overlooked .

Advice to RPCVs: Your service doesn’t end when you come home. Stay engaged—your experience and
perspective can continue to make a difference in meaningful ways.

Fun fact: Molly thrives on building connections across cultures and is often planning her next international
adventure.




RPCV-NJ Book Club

We have read and reviewed four books since the inception of our book club about a year ago. All of

them have been written by RPCVs; three about their Peace Corps experiences and one about surviving
the Holocaust. Our most recent book, entitled “Recollections of Our Peace Corps Service 1963-1965,”
was a collection of stories written by many members of Guatemala III. Each story described an
experience that a member had while training and/or serving in Guatemala during the very early years
of the Peace Corps. A section of the book was also dedicated to the lives of these volunteers after they
returned from the Peace Corps, reflecting the Third Goal of the Peace Corps. The stories were varied
and exciting. Some of the people had attended President Kennedy’s speeches when he was running for
president, and unfortunately, they had to endure the sorow of his assassination when they were in their
Peace Corps training period.

A special aspect of this particular book club zoom meeting was the interactive discussions between the
book club members and several of the book’s authors. We were able to ask the authors questions
about their experiences in the early years of the Corps and compare and contrast their experiences with
ours. A special thanks to author Pat Smits (RPCV-NJ) who helped coordinate this event.

If you would like to participate in our next book club entry, here is the information:

This next book is a New York Times Best Seller written by a RPCV who served in China. It is
available on Amazon and should be fairly easy to find in most major libraries.

BOOK: “River Town: Two Years on the Yangtze” (Copyright 2001)
Author: Peter Hessler

ISBN: 0-06-019544-4



Z0OOM Review Date: After we have read the book, we will have a zoom review meeting to
discuss it sometime in late June. The exact date has not yet been determined. Keep an eye
on your emails.



Happy Hour Review

Pablo Gallo, Peace Corps Recruiter for Rutgers, was (once again) the gracious host at this Happy Hour event
held at Destination Dogs Restaurant in New Brunswick. We had fourteen people in attendance, two of whom
were newcomers to our RPCV-NJ events. A very casual atmosphere provided the ambiance which allowed
people to freely share their Peace Corps experiences with each other. People brought pictures (actual
photographs or photographic downloads on their phones,) and were eagerly showing them to others. The two
best photos that [ saw were a snake charmer with his cobra that was taken by Larry in India in the 1960 s
and a photo of Allison with her host family in Papua New Guinea in the 1990 s---really fascinating
glimpses of a world that only PCVs and a few others ever get to see and intimately experience.

Conversations also drifted toward the current undertakings of the attendees. Jobs, hobbies, family,
etc. were all woven into our discussions with each other. We all had a good time interacting with a
friendly group of people. Now to the food --- Peace Corps Rutgers provided all the appetizers, and as
you can see from the photos below, they were varied, plentiful and-delicious. Nobody wenthome

hungry.




T—

The Peace Corps Museum

On February 4th we had an open forum zoom meeting with Zack Klim, Director of the Museum of
the Peace Corps Experience. A number of NJ-RPCVs joined the zoom meeting to find out more
about the Peace Corps Museum. Zack showed us a PowerPoint presentation which outlined the goals,
projects, and description of the museum. Please be aware that the museum is not (at this point in
time) a brick-and-mortar facility. They have a few places around the country where they store Peace
Corps items, and they put up displays and traveling exhibits in established museums around the
country. Below is a follow-up note that Zack wrote to us in which he provides links to various
aspects of the museum.

“Greetings All,

It was a pleasure to meet so many of you last week. Violet and friends, thank you for hosting. Thank
you all for your hospitality and interest in the Museum.

Here's a brief video tour of our current exhibition at the MLK Jr. Library in D.C. It will close March
7,2026. My presentation is attached below for those who were unable to join us.We are currently
fundraising for our fall 2026 exhibit back at the library (65 Objects that Changed the World), which
we hope to design as a traveling exhibit capable of touring the country. We're a museum in the
making with big ambitions and we'd love to have you join us in any of the ways below:

. Become a member or donate to support our work

. Volunteer with us

. Donate an object and tell your story.

. Visit our website

. Help us raise awareness about the Museum and share your thoughts and ideas with us at

info@peacecorpsmuseum.org

We are your Museum of the Peace Corps Experience, and we hope you'll join us in making a cultural
institution of national importance promoting peace education, cross-cultural learning and a curiosity
about service to others.

Zack Klim, Ph.D. / Director, Museum of the Peace Corps Experience



DelLorenzo’s Tomato Pies --- Review

DeLorenzo’s was established in 1938 in Trenton and has now moved to Robbinsville. It’s famous for its
“tomato pies” which use smashed plum tomatoes as the sauce, resulting in a fresh, tangy pizza.

Unfortunately, they don’t open on the weekends until 4 PM, and we think this late hour most likely kept some
of our members away, resulting in only 13 RPCV’s attending. But this small group devoured five large pies in
less than 30 minutes---it was that GOOD! They ate them so fast that we were not able to get pictures of the
group until after all the pizza had “vanished” from the table.




In the author’s opinion, this is one of the best pizzas that we have had so far on our pizza tour. DeLorenzo’s is
extremely popular, so much so that a line formed outside the restaurant 30 minutes before the doors opened.
There was a steady stream of patrons throughout the evening and a waiting line all night long before the doors
opened. There was a steady stream of patrons throughout the evening and a waiting line all night long.

If you want great pizza, this is the place to go. The place is very noisy (poor acoustics), but your taste buds will
thank you.

Our next pizza luncheon will be near the end of April (exact place and date to be announced soon.) This time it
will be in a northern area of New Jersey. Please join us.



Café Crevier Pizza Lunch Review

It was a damp and very rainy day on April 25, when a group of dedicated RPCVs came from far and near to
enjoy a pizza lunch at Café Crevier in Denville, New Jersey. Now, we are going to make your mouth water by
describing the four different pizzas we ordered:

“Easy on the Pizzi” -- A vodka sauce base, crispy cupped pepperoni, mozzarella, fresh burrata, basil, and a
drizzle of Hot Honey for a perfect blend of rich and sweet flavors.

“Sweet Cups of Spice”--Rectangular Pie with Cupped Pepperoni, Sweet Whipped Ricotta, Diced Hot Cherry
Peppers, Mozzarella, Fresh Basil, Plum Tomatoes, and Mikes Hot Honey

“Thinny Thin & Thinny Thin with Mushrooms” --Paper thin, well done, no crust, with a crown of crispy
cheese to the end.

YUMMMMMM !




Near the end of the luncheon, everyone wrote down a brief comment about the event/food. Their comments are
listed below:

“The Thinny Thin strikes once again! Café Crevier did not disappoint (same owners as Angeloni’s). The
Thinny Thin with mushrooms was my favorite. The ‘crisp” was perfect.”

“The pizza with sausage, fresh basil and mozzarella was unique and wonderful.”

“The regular pizza get-togethers are a wonderful way to meet people who have had similar life experiences and
share a sense of adventure. And the pizza is always delicious.”

“It was great to learn about Fiji from Mike and Albania from Dave, not to mention the Iran refresher from
Gerri.”

“Surprisingly good pizza, given the French name of the restaurant. Very tasty pizza, thin, crisp and different
from typical offerings.”

“Charming eatery in Denville. Interesting selection of pizzas with thin crispy crusts. Good service. Prices are
in the $20 range for a full pie, but the menu did not offer single slices.”

“Gourmet pizza with fun people—Ilots of sharing. I appreciate the meeting in my neck of the woods. Nice to
see PC veterans and meet more recently returned volunteers.”

“The conversation was only second to the quality of the pizza. The diversity of experiences, but with mutual
values that were brought together over pizza made the Saturday.”

“I’ve had the Thinny Thin pizza before at Angeloni’s and I loved it at both places. The Sweet Cups of Spice
pizza was a delight to my taste buds —a perfect blend of tasty ingredients. Also, the interaction of attendees at
these RPCV events is always enjoyable.”

Please join us at future events. Our biggest event of the year is our Annual Picnic (check your emails for
more details) which will be held on May 16 at Terhune Orchards in Princeton,



YOUR
FEEDBACK

Your Opinion Matters

1. WHY DID YOU CHOOSE THE PEACE CORPS?

2. WOULD YOU EVER GO BACK TO YOUR ASSIGNED COUNTRY OR
COUNTRIES? (or have you?)

3. “THE PEACE CORPS WILL MAKE ITS GREATEST CONTRIBUTION

TO FOREIGN POLICY BY NOT BEING A PART OF FOREIGN POLICY.”
Dean Rusk: Former U. S.
Secretary of State

Respond to any or all of the above to donaldyates2525@gmail.com and responses will be published in the next

newsletter.

All responses must be about 250 words each. Include your name, country(-ies) of service and years served.


mailto:donaldyates2525@gmail.com

Responses to above Questions

Diane Lagattuta, El Salvador/Honduras, 1978-1981 -

In January 2026, I reunited with Katie, a RPCV from California who served with me in Peace Corps
El Salvador. In the few days we had together, we drove to the rural towns where we once called home.
We hoped to find people who remembered us and to reacquaint ourselves with the countryside. Now
much older, we knew our quest for familiar faces would be difficult in a country that has changed
drastically since our service in 1978.

In San Francisco Gotera I approached a corner tienda in the barrio where I lived to inquire about my
neighbors. I introduced myself as Diana and the woman inquired, "Diana Lagattuta?". She knew my
entire name and had wonderful memories of me. I visited the former hospital administrator, now 86
years old, in her humble home. I was flooded with emotion when she revealed a plaque that I had
given in appreciation for the hospital's support. It was proudly displayed on her bookshelf to remind
her of the young American woman who worked with her. I realized how powerful our human
connection was after 46 years.

I'was touched by how my name was never forgotten. I was remembered for being an American woman
who left the comfort of her country to live amongst a population who spoke a different language and
lived in very unfamiliar circumstances. Katie and [ were loved for being Americans who were willing to
accept their lifestyle and share our lives with strangers. They valued us for wanting to better their lives
when actually, they were enriching ours. El Salvador has never left our lives. The most rewarding
revelation of our journey is to know that we have never left their lives either.

Patt Taylor Bader, Malaysia 9, 1965-1967 —

I chose Peace Corps for two reasons. First, [ wanted to do something for my country and wasn't sure
what career path I wanted to follow after graduation from college. My mother actually made me aware
of the Peace Corps! Second, I had been learning about life in other countries via correspondence with
several penpals and wanted to see the world. My choice of country was Malaysia because it was as
close as I could get to Australia where I hoped to visit a penpal after I finished my service.

I'have not returned to Bintulu, Sarawak, Malaysia, where I served for many reasons. I was busy raising
4 children and did not have money or time

for any travel except for visiting my parents. After helping my kids through college, I found myself
using any vacation time to visit them and their children in various parts of the country. I did manage to
keep contact with a couple of people in Sarawak and about 20 years ago I received a message from one
of my former 4H members ( from a club upriver from Bintulu in the jungles of Borneo) who was
traveling across the US and wanted to see me! She and her husband stayed in our home a couple of days
and caught up on lots of things. She helped me connect with other people from my time in Sarawak.



More recently, through email and Facebook, I have made lots of connections and seen many pictures and
videos of the town where I was stationed (Bintulu} and the longhouses upriver where I worked. I have no
desire to return, because I prefer to keep my memories of the sleepy town of Bintulu and would
recognize nothing other than the Kemana River. It has become a bustling city, a tourist attraction on the
beaches of the South China Sea with shopping centers and grand hotels. The longhouses have all been
rebuilt in different spots, per tradition as the building gets old.

I am sure the people are just as welcoming as ever, but very few of my friends are alive. Now I see
things through the eyes of their children and grandchildren. Ihave been happy to share with them
pictures of their parents and grandparents, the only pictures of them they have seen. (We Bintulu
volunteers took slides of our longhouse communities and their various projects to share with them in
slide shows. Pictures were more expensive and difficult to store because of the humidity.)

Don Yates, The Philippines, 1962-1964 —

When I was a Senior at the University of Notre Dame in 1962, a good friend and dormmate of mine, Jack
Green, came into my room one morning and said that he heard that a Peace Corps recruiter was on campus
and was holding a meeting that afternoon. He stated that he didn’t want to go alone and could I come along
with him. I knew very little about the Peace Corps then, so, being a nice guy, I agreed to accompany him.
Well, I was so taken by the recruiter and his presentation that I was convinced to join up, and I spent the
rest of the afternoon trying to talk Jack into joining up with me! I finally got through to him, and six weeks
after graduation, we both met up in San Jose, CA for our initial training. We were assigned together in The
Philippines on Jolo Island where we spent our two years in teaching and community development.

Although I was enticed by President Kennedy’s memorable “Ask not ...” speech, as I thought about a
future career as an educator, I developed a selfish motive for my service. I said to myself that if I could
tolerate two years of teaching in a leaky-roofed, termite-ridden schoolhouse without electricity or running
water, [ must have it within my heart to continue in education when I returned home.

After almost 65 years as a teacher and administrator in high school and college with three Masters Degrees
and a Doctorate, I believe I had found my calling, thanks to the Peace Corps and my chance meeting with
that recruiter!



Corrections from Last Issue

Regarding the Peace Corps Plaza now under construction in Washington, DC, there will not be commemorative
bricks for sale for that location. Instead, commemorative brick purchases will be available for a new Peace
Corps Park soon to open in Minneapolis, MN. To secure a personalized brick for that location, please contact:

Ken Flies: RPCV, Brazil, 1962-1964
President, Peace Corps Park

peacecorpslegacy@gmail.com OR kenflies(@comecast.net

Annual Meeting and Picnic

Our annual board meeting and picnic will be held on Saturday, May 16, 2026, at Terhune Orchards, 330 Cold
Soil Road, Princeton, NJ. It is our big event of the year where RPCV's connect and new volunteers are
introduced. The meeting starts at 11:00 am and the picnic at 12 noon. This is a “pot luck” affair, so please bring
food and drink (non-alcoholic).


mailto:peacecorpslegacy@gmail.com
mailto:kenflies@comcast.net

A Tribute to Gary Mount

Many of you have attended our RPCV-NJ Annual Picnics each Spring at Terhune Orchards in
Princeton. Terhune Orchards has been the perfect venue for these events for many years because
the owners, Gary and Pam Mount, RPCVs themselves, have always made sure that the
facility was fully prepared for us. They were on hand for any last-minute arrangements that we
might have had, and they always attended the event and enjoyed the meal with everyone.

It is with heavy sadness I share with you Gary Mount's passing on December 29, 2025. He
was a very friendly, helpful and interesting man who will be missed by all who !mew him.
RPCV-NJ extends our condolences to his wife Pam, his daughters Reuwai and Tannwen and
his extended family. Below is a link to his obituary and information about his memorial
service on April 14, 2026.

https://www.matherhodge.com/obituaries/Gary-Bernard-Mount?obld=46833582

Gary did an audio interview with the Oral History Archive Project. and it is archived in the JFK
Presidential Library. Candice Wiggum was proud to preserve the record of his extraordinary
service. To listen to it or to read the transcript, go to:

https://www.jfklibrary.org/asset-viewer/archives/rpcv-acc-2019-093.



https://www.jfklibrary.org/asset-viewer/archives/rpcv-acc-2019-093.

Ukraine Outreach

Hello,

My name is Erin, I'm reaching out on behalf of ENGin, a nonprofit organization that connects English speakers
around the world to Ukrainians. Volunteering with ENGin offers a flexible and unique opportunity to make a
direct impact on a Ukrainian's life from home, while immersing you in a two-way street - learning, sharing, and

growing together - all in just one hour/week. Our program is designed to be flexible and accessible for wide
support of volunteers throughout their time with us. As the year gets underway, we're seeing an increase in
motivated Ukrainian learners waiting, and we have over 200 adult learners on our waitlist, ready to be matched.

We would love to share this opportunity with your community as an exciting way to engage in international
service that fosters unity across cultures through our corps from home.

If you'd be open to sharing ENG in with your community, I'd be happy to provide brief copy, flyers, or answer any
questions. Thanks so much,

Erin Hogan

Volunteer Recruitment Manager



